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This magni �0cent GII listed C16th Suffolk timber frame has recently undergone 
a sympathetic restoration and upgrade of thermal performance using 
Warmcote and Limecote over Steico Duo Dry wood �0bre board. The 

plastering was carried out by Matt Jolly

Matt and his team carefully removed the damaging sand and cement render, which in 
places was up to 60mm thick. 
Steico Duo Dry wood �,bre board was then installed directly onto the historic frame.

A base coat of Warmcote , non-hydraulic lime plaster was applied 
in two passes with an alkali resistant 10mm render mesh bedded 
in. This is simply a case of applying 6mm of plaster to the Steico, 
laying the mesh into it, pushing into place with the trowel, then 
closing it in with the next 6mm pass. 

A scratch is put into the wet Warmcote to give a physical key.
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Matt and his team carefully removed the 
damaging sand and cement render, which 
in places was up to 60mm thick.

Steico Due Dry board was then installed 
directly onto the historic frame.
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Once the Warmcote has started to firm up,10mm of Limecote is applied in either one pass 
or two. 
Limecote is a unique non-hydraulic chalk plaster directly decended from the chalk and lime 
plasters used extensively in East Anglia in the C16th to C18th. Chalk/lime plasters offer 
extreme flexibility, an absolute necessity when plastering onto heavy historic timber 
frames.

The Limecote is flattened off using flexible straight edges, the final finish touch to close in 
the smooth surface is with highly flexible steel or plastic trowels. 

This is the perfect example of future proofing a traditional building, bringing it’s thermal 
performance up to a modern standard, whilst conserving the historic timber frame and the 
visual beauty of five centuries of gentle settlement and movement.

At Best of Lime, we are happy discuss anything relating to the conservation of historic 
buildings and the best options regarding the appropriate materials for preparing your 
building for a Low Carbon Future.
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